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STATEMENT BY SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
Great Falls Drought Forum
June 20, 1992
Welcome everybody to this morning's drought forum.
You know, it's funny.
I have been getting phone calls from Montanans for
weeks asking me to do something about the drought.
I sat and pondered the problem for some time.
I thought about all the programs that the federal
government has to offer people. And I thought about the
best way to approach getting disaster legislation passed
this year.
But what I really thought was that the best solution
for a drought is a good rain.
Making it rain is not always easy.
The best ways I know of to make it rain is usually to
wash my car, or plan to put fertilizer on my lawn.
Or, I thought, I could schedule a drought forum.
If I scheduled a drought forum, no doubt it would rain
the week before and wipe out the critical need of the
forum.
Well folks, I suppose we could debate a bit about
what really made it rain. But I am convinced it was this
forum.
((Just a little "dry" humor))
No, seriously now.
The rain last weekend was terrific.
But unfortunately it didn't solve all our problems.
The rain was too late for most winter wheat
producers.
And it was too late for all the cattlemen who were
forced to sell their cattle, or incur the extra expense of
shipping them out of the area to graze.
We also fear that because of the low snow pack, and
early snow melt, our water supply is going to run out
before the end of the summer.
Therefore, I think this forum is as critical now as it
was before.
The purpose of this forum is to bring together all the
government officials I could think of who have disaster
programs. I thought we should put them in the same
room as Montanans who use those programs. Have
each agency official describe briefly to Montanans what
their programs have to offer. And then open up the
microphone to the audience so that Montanans can ask
questions about the programs, or tell our participants how
their programs need to be changed to make them more
responsive to our needs.
We have agency officials here today from the
Department of Interior who will address forest fire policy
and dewatering; the Department of Agriculture who will
talk about emergency programs for farmers and ranchers;
and the Small Business Administration who will let small
businesses know what kinds of help is available for them.
Then after today's forum is over, I want every
Montanan in this room, or outside this room, to know that
if they have applied for assistance from one of these
agencies and have run into a problem, they should call
me directly and I'll do the best I can to solve it.
But before I ask the first participant to give his
statement, I want to mention a couple of things.
And on Thursday, Pat Williams and I scheduled a
meeting with Mr. Bjerke to try and convince him to open
up CRP lands to haying and grazing. Fortunately, he
made the announcement to do just that right before our
conversation. I want to thank Keith for that decision. It
will go a long way to ease the pain of this drought.
Finally, I want to thank everyone who agreed to
come here today to participate in this forum. Your
involvement is very much appreciated. I hope that you
will listen closely to our audience today and do what you
can to make your programs work better for Montana.
